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Welcome to Issue Fifteen
Alex Hulme Foundation Newsletter
You may have noticed that this edition of the newsletter is a
month late! We apologize for this delay with our only excuse
being a lack of time to produce it, that’s how busy things
have been since we published our last issue in April 2015!
It has been great period for the Foundation and we have
experienced so many fantastic achievements in that time
that we wanted to make sure we could tell you all about
them.
Full details of those achievements are included over the
next few pages but some of the highlights are:






th

4 Annual Star Ball raised over £11,000, more than
double the figure raised last year!
Awarded £1000 in the Aviva Community Awards
Received a cheque for £7000 to add to the total
raised by the Mayor of Stockport.
The Window Company raised over £6000 from its
fundraising activities!
In July alone, the Foundation raised over £21,000,
a record!

Whilst it has been overwhelming and humbling to receive
th
such fantastic support, July 29 was a sad time for us all as
th
it would have been Alex’s 16 birthday. If days aren’t
already difficult enough, days like this really stop us in our
tracks as we realize what we should be experiencing. We
are sure you will understand that we would swap everything
we have achieved with the Foundation to have Alex with us
but on the plus side it galvanizes us to ensure Alex’s name
is remembered for what the Foundation achieves for him.
Alex would now be eagerly waiting for his exam results, so
we would like to take the opportunity to wish, those family
and friends who are waiting for their results, all the very
best. We hope you obtain the results you need to ensure
you can move forward to make your ambitions a reality.

FUTURE EDITIONS
Due to our tardiness which resulted in the late publication of
this issue we have decided to move the issue dates of future
th
editions. The next edition will therefore be circulated on 15
November so that we can include information on our year
th
th
th
end. The next issue will be 15 February, 15 May and 15
th
August which will include a report on the 5 Annual *Star*
th
Ball at Worsley Park Marriott on Saturday 16 July 2016.

WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO

FUNDRAISING UPDATE
Having raised £236,946 since Alex’s legacy was formed
in October 2011, just six weeks after he left us, we are
now striding towards our next goal of £250,000. This
equates an amazing £169 per day, £1184 per week or
£5151per month!
To date we have funded the set up costs for the project,
funded an assistant for Suzanne our researcher for
twelve months, purchased three vital pieces of
equipment and made a commitment to fund a four year
Alex Hulme Foundation PhD Studentship for Sorcha
Forde, of which we are now approaching the end of the
first year.
As trustees, Dave, Nic and Brenda always ensure that
any money held is readily available for the project and
that it is gaining the best possible interest whilst it is
waiting.
When we reach that magical figure of a quarter of a
million pounds we will have achieved our first goal and
raised enough to complete phase one of our project.
The results that Sorcha achieves during her PhD will
shape the direction phase two takes and we will then be
in a position to set our next target. We will save the lives
of children in Alex’s name.
TOGETHER WE WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE

* 8 Edinburgh Close Sale Cheshire M33 4EZ * 0161 973 1343 * 07811 510311 *
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UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY
DIVISION OF MOLECULAR
HISTOPATHOLOGY
Level 3 Lab Block, Box 231,
Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Hills Road, Cambridge, CB2 0QQ
Tel: 01223 762655 – Fax: 01223 586670 – Email:
sdt36@cam.ac.uk

Dear Supporters and friends
It was fantastic to see so many of you again at the fourth
Alex Hulme Foundation Star Ball in Knutsford and to have
the opportunity to introduce you all to Sorcha, our PhD
student. Those of you who could attend heard about the
great progress Sorcha is making in her research project.
In addition, Sorcha passed her first year viva with flying
colours which is a great achievement. This means that
Sorcha can now officially be registered for a PhD at the
University of Cambridge (all new students have a 1 year
probationary period) and we look forward to the next three
years and the exciting work that she will be doing.
For me, the summer brings a break from teaching and
students but a busy time catching up on work, writing
grant proposals, research papers and reading the
scientific literature amongst a multitude of other things
including preparing for the next academic term.
I wish you all a safe and enjoyable summer.
Kind Regards
Suzanne
Dr Suzanne D. Turner PhD
Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research Bennett Fellow

A NOTE FROM SORCHA
th

The 4 Annual Star Ball was a night I was greatly looking
forward to and it most definitely didn’t disappoint. Just as
Suzanne had said about previous years, the whole event
was a testament to the wonderful work carried out by Nic,
Dave, Matt, Brenda and all their family and friends. From
the music to the food to the fabulous auction and raffle
prizes every aspect of the evening was fantastic. Meeting
with so many lovely people who contribute so kindly to the
charity was very enjoyable and we are extremely
grateful for all your support. It is an honour to be

Alex watches on as Suzanne addresses the
guests at the Star Ball (www.ang-photography.com)
involved in such a brilliant charity and I look forward to
meeting everyone again next year. The Star Ball came at
an excellent time this year as I had just completed my
First Year Viva exam. This was a daunting experience in
which I was examined by a panel of lecturers from the
university. I am delighted to have passed and excited
about carrying on with my PhD research. Thank you
again for a great night and for the continuing support.
Thank you
Sorcha Forde

ELLIE VISITS THE LAB!
Alex’s Cousin, sixteen year old Ellie Jackson spent a few
days with Suzanne and Sorcha in the lab at Addenbrookes
Hospital and has provided a report on her experience.
Ellie writes:
I recently had the fantastic opportunity to go to Cambridge
for a weeks work experience in Dr Suzanne Turner’s
research lab at Addenbrooks hospital. I have always had a
passion for science, especially biology, so it was
fascinating to learn about the molecular aspects of
lymphoma whilst also very helpful to me in deciding if
research is a career path I would like to take.
In my time there I was privileged to be able to shadow and
work along side Sorcha who is very clearly dedicated to the
research and upholding Alex’s legacy.
contd

* Contact us via the website - www.alexhulmefoundation.co.uk* or * E-mail – info@alexhulmefoundation.co.uk *
* Follow us on Facebook – Alex Hulme Foundation * Twitter - @alexhfoundation *Linkedin*

News
contd.
Sorcha is very good at explaining her work and the
fundamental ideas behind the research so it didn’t take too
long to grasp the terminology and practical methods such
as counting cells. This was done every day to ensure we
had enough cells to test on and that they had enough
nutrients to be heathily dividing. Once we had enough
cells, usually several million are required, we could test
different doses of a chemotherapy drug to establish which
is the most effective at killing some of the cancer cells
without damaging too many of the healthy cells. Tests then
need to be repeated at least three times to ensure any
unusual trends aren’t just a result of uneven dilution of the
drug or cells clumping together causing uneven exposure.
It was also apparent that the Flow Cytometer, donated by
the Foundation, is crucial in the research Sorcha
undertakes. It allows the cells to be closely analysed to
identify the percentage of healthy ones and also the
variation within a cell population which is very important in
developing more effective treatments to target the fitter
cancer cells. The results from the Flow Cytometer can then
be compared to earlier tests on the tumour to ensure the
cells still resemble those in the original tumour - key for
achieving reliable and valid results.
I would like to thank Suzanne and Sorcha for making me
feel so welcome and for taking the time to teach me about
the research they carry out. I am proud to say I grew up
with Alex sharing many happy memories of various family
get togethers. To be able to see and participate in the
research being carried out in Alex’s name was a huge
privilege and an experience I will never forget.
Ellie.

AVIVA COMMUNITY AWARD
As mentioned in the last issue, we met Phil Sephton in
2012 through a friend of the family. Phil is an accomplished
runner and has since undertaken various events for the
Foundation raising over £1,500 in the process.
Phil contacted us recently to say that he had nominated the
Foundation to stand a chance of winning the charity
category in the Aviva Insurance Community Awards. Phil
completed the nomination and created a specific page for
voters to see what we are trying to achieve. We were
delighted to learn that we had won our category and as a
result, not only received a prize of £1000 but also being
able to display the rosette you see above right. A massive
thanks to Phil for the support he gives to Alex’s legacy.
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AVIVA Award Winner 2015

ROTARY CLUB OF STOCKPORT
LAMPLIGHTERS
Once again, we were delighted to be involved in the Rotary
th
Club Open Gardens event which took place on 17 May. A
fabulous selection of gardens across the Heaton’s in
Stockport were opened to the public with all proceeds going
to the Rotary Club’s charities, the Foundation and ABC
Family group which supports families with special needs
children and teenagers. We were humbled to receive a
£700 cheque at a recent Rotary Club Dinner which adds to
the £321 already received making a total of £1021 for the
year. We are forever indebted to the fantastic members who
have supported us unconditionally over the past two years.

STELLA MARIS
Stella Maris is an independent Primary school situated in
Heaton Mersey, Stockport, where Alex’s Grandma and
Grandad live. The school became aware of the Foundation
through a connection to Alex’s Grandparents and kindly
decided to hold a sponsored walk to raise money for Alex’s
legacy. The walk was completed by twenty pupils and their
families and raised an amazing £783.50. We are extremely
grateful to all the parents, children and teachers at Stella
Maris for taking us to their heart, giving up their time to
organise and take part in the walk and help raise
awareness of the Foundation.

News
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MAYOR OF STOCKPORT 2014-2015
Councillor Kevin Hogg and his wife Kath were elected Mayor
& Mayoress of Stockport in June 2014. As part of their
mayoral year they nominated the British Legion and the Alex
Hulme Foundation as their two charities to benefit from
fundraising activities during their year in office. To be chosen
was a great honour for the Foundation as we knew that not
only would it benefit from vital funds but it would also be an
opportunity to raise its profile and share its aims with so
many people across the borough.
The year exceeded any expectations we may have had and
it proved to be a very fulfilling time for us personally as well
as for Alex’s legacy. The Foundation and its name benefited
from concerts, quiz nights, evening meals and fairs, which
enabled us to meet so many wonderful people and make
many new friends.
Donations were received from a charity boxing match
involving Kevin’s daughter Lisa, from Asda in Hazel Grove
as part of their Green Token Scheme, from Waitrose in
Cheadle Hulme, and over £2000 from the amazing Linda
Lamb’s events at her Rainbow 88 restaurant in Cheadle
Hulme. The icing on the cake came when Kevin and Kath,
whilst attending the Star Ball in July, presented the
Foundation with a cheque for £7000! This took the total
raised during the mayoral year to an amazing £10,200!
We are so grateful to Kevin and Kath for nominating the
Foundation to benefit in this way and we are humbled by the
love, devotion and fantastic support they have given to us as
a family. They were fortunate to have known Alex personally
so we are so grateful to them that they chose to remember
and honour him in this way.

RAINBOW 88 – L-R: Linda Lamb, Kevin Hogg,
Nic, Dave & Kath Hogg
cakes of all shapes and sizes, made and donated by the
skilful members of staff and their families. The team
managed to raise an amazing £210 which is a fantastic
achievement. We are truly appreciative of the work and
effort afforded by Hannah Walls and her colleagues.

THE WINDOW COMPANY
As we come to the end of a whirlwind series of events
organized by this fantastic Company, we are delighted to
announce that they have managed to raise a staggering
£6022.33. This is the result of a car wash in January, where

GASCOIGNE HALMAN
The Sale branch of Gascoigne Halman Estate Agents chose
the Foundation as their local charity to receive the proceeds
from their annual cake sale which was held outside the office
rd
on School Road on Thursday 23 July 2015.

The Foundation was honoured to be represented at the sale
by our Patron, Jane Baugh which was stocked with fantastic

Patron – COUNCILLOR JANE BAUGH

they were literally breaking the ice before they started, the
Manchester Marathon, the Manchester 10K, a rock night,
which featured three fantastic local bands and food
provided by Fat Loaf in Ashton on Mersey. Finally, another
car wash at the end of July saw much better weather
conditions! Never in our wildest dreams did we think the
team would achieve so much in such a short length of time.
Everyone of this fantastic group of people played a part and
we are honoured to have met them all.

***************

Ambassador – SAM TUITUPOU

News
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*STAR* BALL 2015
Oh what a night………..! We can’t think of a better phrase to
th
describe our 4 Annual Star Ball, held this year on Saturday
11th July at the delightful Cottons Hotel & Spa in Knutsford.
Guests were entertained on arrival by the fabulous Midweek
Sax, headed up by Alex and Matt’s Primary school teacher,
John Byrne along with James Anthony the unbelievable table
magician who can set your wallet on fire at the flick of the wrist!!
Allen Ng provided the backdrop and the props so all that was
needed was a pose for a fantastic memento of the night. Visit
www.ang-photography.com/cottons-event to see the results.
We took the decision to Compere the evening ourselves as we
hoped this would make it a more personal experience for us
and all the fantastic people who joined us. We were delighted
that our Patron, Jane Baugh, was able to make the welcome
address and she stunned us all when she asked who was at
the Star Ball for the first time and almost 50% of the room
raised their hands! With a record attendance of 161 people we
were amazed that almost half were newbies!

Our Ambassador Sam Tuitupou addresses the
guests at the Star Ball (www.ang-photography.com)
courtesy of hypnotherapist John McKenzie, to name just a
few, but most of all the skill and charisma of Robert
Stones, professional auctioneer who had the uncanny
ability to entertain whilst doing his job. His presence
certainly moved our auction into a different league and
helped us to raise over £5,000 in the process.

Sam Tuitupou, our Ambassador, also held everyone’s
attention with his kind words. We owe them a massive debt of
gratitude to Jane and Sam as they both work tirelessly to raise
awareness of the Foundation, we are so fortunate to have them
on our team.
The whole room was captivated as our researcher, Dr Suzanne
Turner and PhD student presented an update on the fantastic
progress of the project the Foundation is funded. This was the
highlight of the evening as everyone was able to hear first-hand
how their donations are making a difference.
The raffle was a roaring success with over sixty fantastic prizes
on offer from handbags to golf clubs to amazing days out. We
were dumbfounded at the generosity of so many wonderful
people and businesses for their donations. The auction was
offered an amazing array of prizes which included a Penny
Black stamp donated by Standafayre Stamp Auctions, a
skiing holiday donated by livigno.com, a villa holiday donated
by Darren Brown, signed rugby shirts donated by Sale Sharks
and TAG Teamwear and a “Chance to Change Your Life’

***************

We were entertained by the amazing Karen Jo Morgan,
Karen took us back in time with her rendition of some
fabulous Ella Fitzgerald hits and a very special version of
Eva Cassidy’s ‘Songbird’.
At midnight we celebrated the life of our beautiful boy by
with his favourite song; Give Me Everything by Pit Bull and
the dancing which followed went on into the early hours.
We cannot express how grateful we are to everyone who
helped make the night a very special occasion and enabled
us to raise the jaw dropping amount of £11,087.85, over
double the amount raised in 2014! Brilliant!
th
5 Annual *Star Ball* - Worsley Marriott on Saturday
th
16 July 2016. ** Save the Date **!

TOGETHER WE WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE

***************

Events
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HOTEL FOOTBALL
One of our corporate partners - Trafford Business
Connect magazine are hosting a Business Networking
Lunch in support of the Alex Hulme Foundation along with
two other fantastic Manchester charities - Forever
Manchester & Royal Manchester Children’s Hospital
Charity.
The event will be held on Friday 11th September at Hotel
Football, Old Trafford and will kick off at 12pm. This is a
chance to network on the rooftop pitch with reception drinks
in one of Manchester’s newest landmarks featuring stunning
skyline views across Manchester. We will then go down to
the Stadium Suite to enjoy a special set menu of a two
course lunch with coffee, after which we’ll enjoy an after
dinner speech from Phil Jones, Managing Director of
Brother UK. There will be prize draws and raffles, plus the
chance to meet and network at the table with many of
Manchester’s leading businesses. A full bar service is
available throughout the afternoon.

JACK, CAROLYN (MUM No. 2) & SIMON
WAYWELL

BLACK KNIGHTS SKY DIVE
On Sunday 23rd August, after three cancelled dates due to
bad weather, which cannot have helped their nerves,
Michelle Rothwell and Karen Sykes from Tameside and
Glossop CCG will attempt a 15,000 feet tandem sky dive,
the highest you can jump in a Tandem Sky Dive, to raise
money for the CCG's two nominated local charities, the
Alex Hulme Foundation and Silver Line. We are in awe of
their bravery and are so grateful for their support.

WAYWELLS PARTS 2 & 3

Tickets are only £40+VAT per person. To book your place
please email: booking@businessconnectpublishing.co.uk or
contact Paul Mirage on 07708 987518 for further info.

Following Carolyn’s (Alex’s Mum no.2) fantastic
achievement in completing the Ironman, which
encompassed a 1900m swim, a 56 mile bike ride and a
13.1 mile run, it’s Jack and Simon’s turn!
Jack will be undertaking a 13 mile Tough Mudder
Challenge on Saturday 12th September and Simon will be
cycling the Manchester 100 on Sunday 13th September.
Carolyn says “We take on these challenges to raise
money in memory of a VERY special boy who remains
close to our hearts. Despite him not being here Alex
remains part of our lives daily therefore we want his
memory to live on and his Foundation to continue to
flourish. Please support us in any way you can - it doesn’t
matter how small. Thank you xx”

Details of all of these events, how to support the fundraisers and obtain tickets can be found under the ‘Events’ tab
on our website: www.alexhulmefoundation.co.uk

Features
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BAXTER’S BLOG
Hi to all my favourite humans, it’s been a while since my last
blog so we have lots to catch up on. First of all, we must get
this out of the way. As you can see from my picture on the
right, I have had another haircut, not a favourite of mine at the
best of times, but at least the nice girls at Shear Delight in
Ashton-on-Mersey seemed to have run out of the bows they
put on me afterwards. However, during my last visit, the bows
made reappearance! Mum thinks I look cute, Dad just raises
his eyebrows, which aren’t a patch on mine by the way, and
Matt is mortified but unfortunately he has no say in the matter.
Luckily, when Mum takes me on the field in the morning
before she goes to work, I don’t see any of my friends at the
moment as their owners work in schools so they are still in
bed! Sometimes I wish I was, especially when it rains!!
I have been on my holidays, Isle of Wight, to see Auntie
Brenda, my cousins Emma, Renco, Kai & Zac. I love the Isle
of Wight because I am allowed in lots of places, I love running
on the beach and there is always someone willing to let you
have a lick of their ice cream. Dad kept taking pictures of me
so that I could let people know what I was doing. Mum
seemed pleased with all the effort he puts in, or at least I think
that is what she said! Matt’s friend Mitch came with us so at
least there was one normal person in our party!
I have been attending a few events taking place for the
Foundation. I watched the Manchester Marathon with Dad as
Mum & Matt abandoned us to act as Marshalls. You should
have seen the coat they had to wear! Now they know why I
won’t wear one! Dad and I watch the runners go past the end
of our road, there were loads of them but Dad managed to
spot all those raising money for the Foundation, so I gave
them a bark. I was just sorry I couldn’t run with them.
Unfortunately I missed the Star Ball because apparently ‘they
don’t allow dogs in’ How rude!
Anyway, I got to spend the night with my cousin Deefa and we
had a great time. Deefa is so easy to wind up, I just pretend I
am eating his food and he goes bananas! He was telling me
how he stayed with Grandma and Grandad one night and he
bit Grandad’s finger because he tried to stop him chewing a
chicken bone. Needless to say, Deefa is now off the guest
list!!
I hope you enjoy the rest of the holidays, don’t forget to share
your pictures on my Facebook page.
Until next time
Lots of woofs and tail wags

Baxter

BOO!

MERCHANDISE

We have a stock of window stickers bearing the
Foundation name and logo. The stickers were very kindly
donated by Malcolm Oates of Absolute Printing
(www.absolutedigitalprint.com) and are available, free
of charge, in either circular or rectangular format.

We also have new and stylish ways of showing your
support for the Foundation in the form of pens and small
pin badges in the shape of the star icon from the logo for
which we ask a minimum donation of £1.
The stickers, badges and pens and other promotional
items are available from the shop section of the website
at:

www.alexhulmefoundation.co.uk/shop
Thank you for helping us raise awareness

xx

We Will Always Love You, You Will Always Be With Us In Our Hearts

Update
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FUNDRAISING UPDATE
Since the last newsletter many people have undertaken
various types of fundraising events or made generous
donations for which we are truly grateful.
Please see details in this publication or on the website for
more information on some of these events.
Mayor & Mayoress of Stockport
Marion Gilchrist
Ashton on Mersey School
MLP Law
Simon, Carolyn & Jack Waywell
Community Healthcare Business Group
Dott Heywood & Paul Malkin
Katie Heywood & Neil Hincks
Margaret Harrop
Dominic Kent & meandmymates.com
Nikki Robinson
Wayne Shaw & The Window Co.
Phil Sephton
David Jamieson
Susan Craig
Amanda & Duncan Phillips
Hazel Grove United Reformed Church
Sally Sweeney
Sharon & Chris Saunders
Dot Cooper
Simon, Helen, Ellie & Fay Jackson
Tony & Marie Murphy
John & Mary Murray
Brian & Sandra Pearce
Janet Robson
Jeni & Brian Fogg
Mike & Jenny Williams
Brian Hulme
Alison Hayes
Aviva Charities Trust
Carole Coram - Boden Party
Usbourne Books
Community Healthcare – Human Resources
Drop Dead Chocolates
Dom Kent
Beryl Murphy
Garreg Goch
Lindsey Farrelly
Jonathan Gill & Signum Aviation
Mark Dawson

Total Raised
£236,945.58
£200,000
£175,000
£150,000
£125,000
£100,000
£75,000
£50,000
£25,000
£0
Donations

Fundraising

TOTAL @ 15/8/2015
St Ambrose School, Hale Barns
Stephen Rigby
Tameside & Glossop CCG
Rotary Club of Stockport Lamplighters
Stella Maris School
Woodheys
Vivienne Parkes
Andrew Gosling
Aileen & John Reynolds
Dave, Carole, Joe & Caitlin Jamieson
Duke of Connaught Lodge
Brenda Jackson
Thank you to everyone for their efforts
and generous donations

ITEMS FOR SALE
Available from www.alexhulmefoundation.co.uk/shop
* Bracelets, Keyrings, Pens, Badges, Teddies,

Wristbands (adult & ladies/youth), Car Stickers
(round or rectangular), Simply Trafford Cookbook

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
th

th

5 Annual *Star Ball* Worsley Marriott 16 July 2016
th
th
6 Annual *Star Ball* Cottons Hotel & Spa 8 July 2017
Thank you for your continued support.

Dave, Nic, *Alex*, Matt & Baxter xxx

We hope you enjoyed reading our newsletter. If you have any comments or items you would like to include in our
Sixteenth Edition due out on 15th November 2015, please do not hesitate to contact us.

