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Welcome to Issue Seven
Alex Hulme Foundation Newsletter
As we move into the final quarter of year two as a charity, the
kindness and generosity of so many people never ceases to
amaze us. From events to donations, offers of support,
spreading the word or spending time to help our cause, we
appreciate everything everyone does no matter how big or how
small. It means so much to us. Thank you.

*STAR BALL* 2013
Saturday 6th July 2013
Worsley Park Marriott Hotel & Country Club
This proved to be a fantastic evening but as always, an
emotional one, as we pay tribute to our special young man Alex.
The evening was supported beyond our wildest dreams with 138
guests attending, two thirds of whom were new to this event. It
was a pleasure to see so many people in their finery with a
special mention going to those who joined us from Switzerland,
Staffordshire and Cambridge. We really appreciated everyone’s
support in ensuring it was the special occasion we hoped it
would be.
The theme for the evening was a thank you to everyone who has
supported the Foundation and helped us create this legacy for
Alex since it was formed in October 2011.
The welcome address was made by Councillor Jane Baugh,
Patron of the Alex Hulme Foundation and we were delighted to
be joined by our researcher Dr Suzanne Turner. Suzanne gave
a wonderful insight into her work and her presentation really
gave everyone an understanding of how she is going about
meeting the aims of the Foundation. So enlightening was her
talk, we didn’t see her for the rest of the evening, as she was
deep in conversation with people about her work. As a result of
the overwhelming generosity of so many people, having raised
£30,000 since November 2012, we were able to present
Suzanne with an Accuri C6 flow cytometer, which is a piece of
equipment vital to her work.
Thanks to the generosity of many individuals and organisations
we were able to offer a wonderful array of prizes for our games,
raffle and auction which allowed us to post a profit for the
evening of over £4,200. Special thanks must go to James
Broome whose brilliant photography gave everyone a special
memento of the evening, to our brilliant magician James
Anthony. I still haven’t got a clue how he does it and to Neil DJ
who kept us entertained until the small hours including, in
honour of Alex, the now traditional airing of one of his favourite
songs, Give Me Everything by Pitbull.

TOGETHER FOREVER
Holding the evening together was the brilliant comperé
and entertainer, renowned local singer, Andy Lee.
Massive thanks to them all and to everyone for their
support. Last, but not least, a big thank you to everyone
at the Worsley Park Marriott for providing an excellent
venue and for being wonderful hosts.
Check the website soon for pictures of the night.
Planning has already started for next year with a
provisional booking made for us to return to the
th
Worsley Park Marriott on Saturday July 5 2014

CHARITY GIVING
We have just been informed that Charity Giving, who run
the website we use to collect online donations and
sponsorship money, is under investigation by the Charities
Commission and, for the time being, all funds have been
frozen and no payments are being accepted on the site.
We have no idea when this will be resolved so, as
Trustees, Nic, Brenda and I have had no alternative but to
switch to using BT’s mydonate to collect donations and for
people to create sponsor pages going forward.
We apologise for any inconvenience this has caused but
this has come as a bit of a shock to us and we have had to
move quickly to ensure that confidence in the Foundation is
maintained.
For more information please visit www.mydonatebt.com
and search for the Alex Hulme Foundation.
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UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
DEPARTMENT OF PATHOLOGY
DIVISION OF MOLECULAR
HISTOPATHOLOGY
Level 3 Lab Block, Box 231,
Addenbrooke’s Hospital, Hills Road, Cambridge, CB2 0QQ
Tel: 01223 762655 – Fax: 01223 586670 – Email: sdt36@cam.ac.uk
Determining the identity of the paediatric B-cell NonHodgkin Lymphoma stem cell and its chemotherapeutic
sensitivity
Well, the summer arrived just in time for the 2013 Alex Hulme
Foundation annual star ball in Worsley! It was fantastic to meet
so many new and familiar faces and to have the opportunity to
thank you in person for all the wonderful work you are doing to
raise funds for research into childhood B-cell Non-Hodgkin
Lymphoma (B-NHL). As before, it was an emotional evening in
many ways and I was absolutely delighted to receive the flow
cytometer which will help us considerably in our work; it will
enable us to work at a faster pace in that we will no longer have
to rely on an already busy service facility. Everyone in the lab
was super excited to set the machine up and to start using it,
indeed by Monday lunchtime it had had its first try-out and has
been used pretty much non-stop since. As I said at the ball, this
equipment will help us to identify the ‘Queen bees’ of childhood
B-NHL and to study unique properties that these cells have
which may provide novel therapeutic targets. Whilst we have
shown that the ‘Queen bees’ or ‘cancer stem cells’ exist in BNHL we have still to prove this with a larger number of tumours
to be absolutely certain of our findings.
I am also delighted that the Foundation will be supporting a
student in the lab for the next year. As I write, Jackie is
receiving her induction training and will be in the lab this
afternoon ready to embark on this important project. One of the
problems we face in the research environment is a lack of
continuity with regards to staff who are often employed on short
term contracts. This can make things difficult leading to lag
times when new staff arrives and need to be trained. Having
Jackie in the lab full-time for a year will help considerably in
making progress towards enhancing our understanding of BNHL.
Finally, this brings me to the next target for your amazing
fundraising activities. We desperately need a new sonicator, a
machine that uses sound waves to break apart cells and/or

ACCURI C6 IN ACTION!
fragments DNA so that we can study it in a more
manageable form. Naturally, sound waves generate heat
and so we also need a chiller unit to keep samples cool;
this is essential to prevent the DNA from losing its
integrity. This combined unit retails at just under £15,000.
With this machine we will analyse the DNA inside the
‘Queen bees’ and look for differences in them compared
to other healthy cells, that we might be able to exploit to
design new therapies.
As always, many thanks for your fantastic efforts without
which we would be struggling to continue our research.
Best Wishes
Dr Suzanne D. Turner PhD.
Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research Bennett Fellow

EQUIPMENT UPDATE
Having achieved our target of raising £30,000 we were
both delighted and honoured to present Dr. Turner with a
Fluorescence Activated Cell Sorter – BD Accuri C6 flow
th
cytometer at the Star Ball on 6 July 2013. The C6 is not
only a vital piece of equipment for our project but it will
save both time and money, as Suzanne currently has to
hire one at another lab. We were pleased to be able to
show something tangible to everyone who supports the
Foundation as being able to see specifically where your
hard earned donations are going is something that is very
important to us.

* Contact us via the website - www.alexhulmefoundation.co.uk * E-mail – info@alexhulmefoundation.co.uk *
* Follow us on Facebook – Alex Hulme Foundation * Twitter - @alexhfoundation *Linkedin*
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BAXTER’S BLOG
Hello everyone, it’s me again and Dad tells me it’s time to paw
another blog to let you know how things have been for me since
the last time I wrote. I have received a lot of nice comments
about my first bash at this writing malarkey so thank you. I have
also been told about a cheeky chap called Shorty who writes in
a publication, Commercial Break which is issued by the church
in Hazel Grove. He seems nice and I will be taking tips from
him as he has been writing his piece for a long time.
So what has happened in my world? The big thing is I have a
new friend who has moved in next door and she is called Nyla.
She’s only small at the moment but hopefully we will get a
chance to go for a run together soon. In the meantime, I am
currently digging a tunnel to get under the fence to see her but
Mum and Dad aren’t too happy about that for some reason!
I’ve been to see that man who stuck sharp things in me again,
There weren’t any sharp things this time just plenty of biscuits
although the man did spend a lot of time holding me and
stoking me all over but then he stopped and said “Cough”. It
made Dad laugh but not I’m not sure why, I rather liked it.
I’ve been for a bath and a haircut again. I quite like that
although I do smell funny for a while afterwards.
I have been to see a few things where people are raising
money for the Foundation. I saw Jess, who lives near me,
running in Chester. There were lots of people chasing her but
then they stopped and starting panting and lying on the floor!
Odd! I also went to a place one night and it was very dark and
noisy. The floor must have been hot though as there were
people hopping about and waving their front legs around! Good
job Dad was carrying me.
I wasn’t allowed to go to the Star Ball. It sounded fun and I
hope everyone had a good time.
Anyway best go now. Don’t forget you can email me on
baxter@alexhulmefoundation.co.uk and tell me your news, it
would be lovely to hear from you
Hope to see you all very soon

Baxter

xx

CHARITY NIGHT
To mark the anniversary of having his head shaved for the
Foundation, Ben Paddon, his partner Gillian Hadfield and
son Issac held a Charity Night on Friday 10th May 2013 at
Newton Ward Conservative Club in Hyde and what a
fantastic night it was! The evening was supported by over
150 people, even Baxter made a late appearance to say

BAXTER
thank you to everyone!
Due to the kindness and the generosity of everyone who
attended…and many who couldn’t join us, the Foundation
benefitted to the tune of £3,013.
To round the evening off we were presented with the
wonderful pencil drawing of our boys, drawn by ‘Paula’
from Ornamental Genius which can be seen on the first
page.
In addition to all the hard work Gillian put into this event
she even had time to help us with the preparations for the
Ball and contributed some wonderful prizes. What a Star!

TATTON PARK FLOWER SHOW
For those of you who are interested in gardening,
Woodheys Primary School are displaying a garden at the
th
th
RHS Show at Tatton Park, which runs from 25 to 28
July, that encompasses the visions of the school and has
been created to inspire mindfulness, peace and a sense
of wellbeing. The design includes recycled crafts made
by pupils, a Zen gravel area and sensory planting. The
garden has the subtitle ‘Alex Hulme Memorial Garden’.
We are humbled that the school wishes to honour Alex
this way and we will be on site on the Friday and Sunday
to represent the school and the Foundation. Come and
look for us at plot FE227c near the Feast Food Court.

We Will Always Love You, You Will Always Be With Us In Our Hearts

Events
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FUNDRAISING UPDATE
Since the last newsletter many people have undertaken various
types of events. Please see the website for more information
and amounts raised from some of these events.
Trash & Treasure Sale - Hazel Grove United Reformed Church
Alex Daine - Manchester Marathon
Denise Creely – Chocolate Sales
Ben Paddon & Gillian Hadfield – Charity Night
Jess Dalby - Chester Half Marathon
Alan Concannon, Phil Sephton, Amy Jackson, Chris
Johnstone, Andy & Adam Gorton, Georgina Newton, Conor
Macfarlane and Mike Morrissey - Manchester 10K
Sam & Charlie Concannon, Eleanor Collins, Joe Emerson &
Rachel Morrissey – Manchester Junior Run
Dawn Concannon - Pampered Chef Evening
Karen Sykes, Sarah Purtill & Mel McNulty - Great North
Swim, Windermere
Amy Jackson & Chris Johnstone – BBQ against B-Cell
Stuart Galloway – Manchester to Chester Bike Ride
Stockport Rotary Club & Lamplighters – Gardens Open Day
Sam Williams & Luke Dipnall – Charity Football Match
Stockport Knit & Natter Group – Afternoon Tea & Tombola
Garreg Goch Caravan Park – Fun Day
Phil Sephton & Mark Whittle – St Helens to Southport Run
Pete Harford & Jayne Mennell – Manchester to Blackpool Bike
Ride
nd
2 Annual *Star* Ball
Andrea Garforth from Virgin Stockport – Various events
Generous donations were also received from:Timperley & Sale Business Club
Fylde Lodge Old Girls Association
Jane Baugh - 2011/2102 Mayors Charity Fund
Timperley Civic Society
Jonathan Gill and Signum Aviation
Sealpoint Hale & customers
Dave & Pet Lovett
John & Ailene Reynolds
Paula Boyd & Family
Aspen RE
United Junk
Bar Code Data
Offerton Womens Group
Zoe Gmerek
Mark Rowe & Rowes Gardening
Mary Kilroy
Pamela Kitchen

Total Raised
£112,732.60
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FUTURE EVENTS
th

20 July – Darren Pickford – Sponsored Swim
rd
3 August – Emma Wallwork – Summer Sky Dive
th
10 August – Rileys Sports Bar Altrincham Charity Day
th
14 September – Hazel Grove United Reformed
Church - Trash & Treasure
th
15 September - Sarah Purtill & Mel McNulty Buttermere
For further details of these events, please visit the
website: www.alexhulmefoundation.co.uk

ITEMS FOR SALE
* White T-Shirts * £10 - S (36"), M (40"), L (44") XL (46")
* Wrist Straps * - AHF - Alex Hulme Foundation
* Wristbands * - Adult & Ladies/Youth Sizes
* Keyrings* - AHF - Alex Hulme Foundation
All £2 each (+ 50p p&p where applicable)
* Cross Stitch Cards * - Made to order
£1.50 to £2 (+ £1 p&p)
Simply Trafford COOKBOOK - £4
**************************************************************
Thank you for your continued support.
Dave, Nic, *Alex*, Matt & Baxter xxx

We hope you enjoyed reading our newsletter. If you have any comments or items you would like to include in our
Seventh Edition due out on 15th October 2013, please do not hesitate to contact us.

